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LAW COMMISSION 
Item V of the First Programme 
CIVIL LIABILITY FOR ANIMALS 



To the Right Honourable the Lord Gardiner, 
the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain 



A. INTRODUCTION 

1 Item V of the Commission’s First Programme reads as follows . 

“civil liability tor animals 

It is widely recognised that this branch of the law is in an unsatisfactory 
n Y J . ° ■, j ^ et nptioriQ which make 



It is widely recognised mat ui» u l«uvu — 

state and that it continues to apply rules and draw distinctions which make 

little sense in modern conditions. 

Following the Report of the Committee on the Law of Civil Liability 
for Damage done by Animals, 1 the Goddard Committee, there has been 
repeated public discussion of the matter, but none of the proposals of the 
Committee has yet been implemented. 

Realising that reform in this field is controversial, the Commission 
nevertheless takes the view that modernisation and simplification are 

Recommended: that in the light of the Goddard Report the law as to evil 
liability for damage done by animals be examined. 

Examining agency: the Commission. 



2. It is our practice, when considering any proposals for law reform, 
consult as widely as may be appropriate, so that we may examine the subject- 
matter with due Y regard not only to its legal technicalities but also to the views 
of those who are principally affected by the operation of the law and to the 
interests of the public generally. The branch of the law here examined is of 
some complexity and impinges on the life of the community at many pom s. 
Apart therefore, from consulting members of the Bar and solicitors through 
the Bar Council and The Law Society respectively, the Society of Public Teachers 
of Law and Government Departments, we have had extended consultations 
with a ’large number of public and private organizations, representing ti e 
interests of those who keep animals either for business or pleasure, of those 
who are particularly liable to suffer damage by animals and of those whose 
responsibilities, in respect, for example, of highways or insurance, may involve 
Reactivities of animals. A list of these organizations will be found in Appendix B. 
We wish to acknowledge the great assistance which we have derived from all 
the consultations referred to in this paragraph. ^ 



i 1953 Cmd. 8746. 
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